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Education today is different than what I can remember from my own personal experiences.  Today’s students have access to more advanced technology and instead of reading books; they prefer to play on a computerized gaming system.  Not all technology is bad, but I personally believe that parents rely too heavily on technology to teach their children.  In the classrooms however I feel that appropriate technology isn’t being used enough.  Students learn to use technology faster than they learn to read a book or to compute a math problem.  So as teachers, we must learn how to use what the students relate to within our classrooms to help them learn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students come to school with far more responsibilities and issues that they face on a daily basis at home and away from the classroom.  Older siblings are not only responsible for their schoolwork, but they also have to cook, clean and take care of their younger siblings.  With the economy the way it is, parents are working more and have less time to spend with their children.  This not only puts a lot of stress on the student, but it also puts more stress on the teacher’s.   Teacher’s responsibilities have increased over time to not only being educators, but also being counselors, absent parents, mentors, and advocates for his or her students.  Teachers are not only responsible for teaching the fundamentals of reading, writing, and math, they are now responsible for teaching to a standardized test.  Teaching and learning isn’t fun anymore.  Teachers are burdened with the stress of test scores just to keep their jobs.  Education is becoming more political and about budget cuts versus being about the academic success of the students.  Education over time has changed, and in my opinion it’s not for the better.
As a pre-service teacher, I believe that the goal of education is to teach all students the fundamentals of reading, math, writing, and other valuable subjects, so that they can become educated individuals in this diverse world that we live in.  From my experience observing various classrooms, I feel that a lot of students are being left behind and looked over.  Students are no longer being taught to learn, but being taught to memorize what they need to know in order to pass a standardized test.  The needs of the students as individuals are not being met because teachers are more concerned about their job security.  I don’t blame teachers at all, because they are only doing what they are required to do via the federal and state legislation.
Based on my observations and experiences within various classrooms, I see some of these issues first hand and I feel the need to step in and try to make a difference.  Someone once told me that I can’t go into teaching thinking that I can help and/or save every student, but if I can help only one rise above the odds and succeed academically, I have done my job.  I want to become a teacher in order to use what I have learned in my undergraduate and graduate school career to create the conditions of learning for all students.  My particular focus will be primarily special education, because that is where I see the most need.
I believe that all children can learn, regardless of their background, socioeconomic status, environment, disability, or anything.  It just takes a willing individual and a patient, passionate, hardworking teacher to prove it.  I believe in John Dewey’s theory that, “Learning occurs through experience.”  I believe that students learn best by doing things.  This includes using manipulatives, seeing and touching things, and really becoming engaged in their own learning.  Students learn best when they can relate things to their everyday life.  As a teacher, I will create experiences for my students in order to enhance their learning.  
In the 21st century, the classroom environment should include and display materials from diverse backgrounds and cultures.  Environment is key to making students feel comfortable.  If the students feel comfortable within the classroom, learning will be much easier.  Within the classroom, there may be students with various learning disabilities, language issues, and even some physical disabilities.  With the various types of technology, each student will be able to learn in his or her own way by the use of it.
As an educator, my personal goals for 21st century teaching and learning include becoming more aware of the latest technology and how it can enhance learning for my students.  Another goal that I have is to become more culturally aware of my students needs based on their diverse backgrounds.  My aim is to successfully teach all students with disabilities something that they can use to become successful educated citizens.  Many teachers don’t have the patience to work with special needs students, but I believe that all students should be given a chance to learn.  Students should enjoy school, and learning should be fun.  I plan to make learning fun for every student so that they will retain the information that they receive.  Teaching to a standardized test is not what I want to portray to my students.  I want to create my lessons so that my students will not just memorize, but they will actually learn and apply what I teach them.  As an educator, I want to influence the lives of my students so that they will become successful in life.

