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Reading Research


Professional wisdom in my opinion is used based on the experience that we as teachers have in the classroom.  My experience is not necessarily a good one, but I feel that it is a great example of the importance of learning how research can be used effectively.  Our school is an Imagine It school, and we were trained to use that program for reading instruction.  During the training they showed you everything that was included in the program.  They repeated multiple times that it was a scripted program and needed to be followed as such.  When I got into the classroom, I tried to follow the script, but we were not shown the strategies that the script suggested that we used.  Now, I can read the strategy and interpret how I think it is supposed to be used, and that’s what I did.   

I used my professional wisdom in relation to the phonics piece of the program.  I made spelling lists in relationship to the sound we were studying, and the students had homework every night with the words.  But on Friday, my students were still failing the spelling test, and in general still not using the sounds we were studying.  I went to the instructional coach with my concern, and she brought in the Imagine It person for our district.  She came in to model an entire Imagine It lesson, and it all made sense.  
Imagine It is a researched-based program that has been proven to be effective.  Due to the training not being as in depth as I feel it should have been, I was teaching my students the wrong way.  My professional wisdom was used due to me not actually knowing the research behind Imagine It.  It is only effective if taught by the program and how the program is written to be taught.  I justified my instructional decision by the way I was taught phonics and spelling.  I remember learning a spelling pattern or sound, and doing various activities with the sound and learning how to spell using the knowledge from the activities.  In this program, they have explicit strategies for teaching students how to spell and decode words.  After seeing a model lesson, and taking what I learned back to the classroom, I saw better results.  I am a firm believer of using things the way   they were intended to be used, but I have to be taught how to effectively use my resources in order to be effective for my students.
Helpful Resources

I found the beginning readers link to be a helpful resource,  It not only has valuable articles that can assist with the topic, it also provides example lesson plans, and also a booklist.  I am a person who loves to have a model of how something is done.  On this website, there are podcasts and webinars that give great examples of how to effectively teach the strategies that they suggest will help beginning readers.  Not for the beginning reader’s topic, but this website provides information on assessments, common core, Rti, and other relevant topics that can assist teachers with staying up on the latest research for reading instruction.

I can use beginning reader’s resources in order to help students who do not have the basic foundational skills for reading.  The podcast of using phonics through shared reading, can be very useful if I am trying to assist students with phonics in various ways.  The lesson plans can also be applied in my classroom in order to help my students learn the skills to read.
