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Reading Assessments

I was so excited about the diagram on page 100, because it is the same diagram that we were given and shown in the Reading Foundations training that I took.  The only difference is that depending on the grade of the student, you would start at a certain point in the diagram.  The questions in this chapter could possibly provide me with the adequate information to understand my students as reader’s/writers, but what is adequate?  Is it grade level wise? Is it based on comprehension?  I feel that I will have to use other assessments to make sure that I can answer these questions correctly, which is what I believe it is meant to do.  The diagram along with the questions, allows for teachers to know where to start when working with students who have trouble with reading.  I would add questions related to the students reactions or behaviors while they are reading.  For an example, in my class, some students read while looking at me when they don’t know a word or if they are unsure of something.  I would document the behaviors to see if they a trigger. Also some of my students act out when it comes to reading, so it would be hard to pinpoint the issue, if they don’t even attempt to read.
Smarter Balanced Consortium


The assessment questions on the smarter balanced assessment were higher order thinking questions.  I feel that they will make students really think about their answers to really see if they understand the topic.  I am concerned however about how they will prepare teachers to teach students how to respond to such higher order thinking questions.  Maybe for older students, this test will be appropriate, but for younger students, I don’t think it will yield accurate results.  Some of the questions had multi-responses, and required students to create their own endings to stories.  This is great, but if students have difficulty with using a computer for their responses, then the answers will not measure accurate progress.  They say that student with disabilities will be able to take it, but I’m still skeptical.

In order to give my opinion of the program, I have to see it in action.  I mean it seems to be a good program, but until I see the results of it, I can’t really give an opinion.  Based on the questions, it will make students think hard about their responses.  This isn’t just a multiple choice test, it asks students to come up with their own responses.  This is a great way to let students show what they know in various ways.
