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LOGISTICS
	Teacher:
	Rashawn Grissom

	Grade(s) Level(s):
	K-2 Hearing Impaired

	Title of Unit:
	Farm Animals

	Length of Unit :
	4-6 Weeks


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND RATIONALE
	This unit was created in order to help students to build an understanding of the similarities and differences among farm animals.  In this unit, students will learn how animals interact with their surroundings, their various behaviors, and also how animals are similar and different from humans.  In this unit, students will also investigate the needs of a variety of different farm animals and what we as people use from the animals.  Students will also observe the life cycle of farm animals.  At the end of this unit, the students will be taking a trip to the fair, where they will actually get to see first-hand what they learned about the various farm animals.  They will get to apply what they learned in order to understand what they will observe at the fair.



ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)
	· What are the various animals that live on a farm?
· How are the various animals alike and/or different from humans?

· What do people use/ get from farm animals?
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UNIT OVERVIEW 
	plan for unit integration

(graphic organizer may be attached as separate document or inserted as digital image)
prerequisite teacher content knowledge

(may be bullet points; include essential vocabulary)

For this unit, the teacher must be knowledgeable about various animals that live on a farm.  The teacher must know:

· The different animals that live on a farm and vocabulary associated with each animal

· Cow (bull, calf, hooves, tail, udder, horns, beef)

· Horse (Mare, foal, mane, colt, filly, stallion, stall, herd, horseshoe)

· Chicken (rooster, chick, hatch, egg, wattles, comb, coop, poultry, nest)
· Pig (boar, sow, piglet, snout, tusks, trough, pen, pork, leather, hogs)
· Sheep (lamb, fleece)
· Farm Vocabulary

· Barn

· Silo

· Tractor

· Farmer

· Hay

· Animals

· How each animal interacts with their surroundings

· Various behaviors of farm animals

· Similarities between farm animals and humans

· Needs of farm animals

· The life cycle of animals.

· What we as people get from the different animals

· How we use farm animals

The animals in this unit can be changed as long as they are found on a farm.  In this unit the farm animals that will be taught are cows, horses, chickens, pigs, and sheep. 



CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE LEARNERS
	prior knowledge

For this unit, students must have the basic knowledge of different animals.  Students must also be familiar with terms such as alike (same) and different, fiction, and non-fiction.  
unique learner characteristics

The learners in my classroom are hearing impaired and developmentally delayed.  Some of my students have limited vocabulary and language.  Even though the chronological age and grade of my students are Kindergarten through second grade, linguistically my students range in ages from under 2 to a four year olds vocabulary.  This is due to the students disabilities.  The activities and lessons in this unit have been modified to accommodate my student population.  Each lesson contains goals and objectives that address all three grade levels.  The activities are the same, but the expectations for each student vary based on where that individual student is academically and developmentally.   Each lesson may contain an art project, because this group of students expresses themselves and what they learn through hands-on creative activities.  The older students also write to show what they have learned.  My younger students are not able to write words, so they are assessed by their artwork.   From the artwork, they explain verbally what their picture is about, and the teacher transcribes what they say.  This unit is specifically catered to K-2 hearing impaired students who also have various other issues that prevent them from achieving at a typically developing level.



CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
	physical space

Most of this unit will be taught in the classroom in a whole group setting.  Some activities will take place on the carpet, at the art table, or at the student’s individual desks.
temporal resources

The estimated time for this unit is 4-6 weeks.  Each animal will be covered over the course of three days.  Depending on how the students grasp the vocabulary and concept of the lessons, each animal/lesson may take more or less days.  Most lessons will take place in class, but there may be a few assignments that will need to be completed at home as homework.
learning materials

· Various books on the different farm animals (fiction and non-fiction)
· Chart paper

· Marker

· Pencils

· Writing paper (age/grade appropriate)

· Rulers
· Construction paper

· Glue

· Paint

· Feathers

· Paper plates

· Yarn

· Crayons/Markers

· Scissors

· Cow Print out

· Toilet paper rolls

· Hot Glue Gun

personnel resources

Teacher
Dixie Classic Fair (Farm Animal exhibits)

technological resources

Computer

Internet access

Printer

The classroom that this unit will be used in has one computer and an overhead projector.  Due to the limited amount of technology in the classroom, technology will not be used by the students.



UNIT OVERVIEW AND TIMELINE
Day 1: Science/Language Arts
Objectives: Students will be introduced to the farm theme. 
Strategies: Students will complete a K-W-L chart about what they already know about a farm, and what they would like to learn about the farm.  (More specifically the animals on a farm)  There will be shared reading as a class with a non-fiction book about the various animals on a farm.  After reading the book, the students will complete the learned portion of the K-W-L chart.
Assessment: Students will write about what they learned from the book about farm animals.  This will serve as an assessment for the older students.  For the younger students, I will ask them to draw a picture of what they learned from the book.  Then I will ask them about their picture, and write down exactly what they say.
Other: Modifications will have to be made for my younger students, because they are not developmentally ready to write a paper on their own.
Day 2: Science/Language Arts
Objectives: Students will learn about the cow.  
Grade K: 1.01
Observe and describe the similarities and differences among animals including: structure, growth, changes, movement. 

Grade 1:  1.02
Investigate the needs of a variety of different animals: air, water, food, shelter, space.  

Grade 2: 1.01
Describe the life cycle of animals including: Birth, Developing into an adult, Reproducing, aging and death.
Strategies: Students will participate in a shared reading activity with a non-fiction book specifically about cows.  During the book, I will ask questions to reinforce what I read on each page.  At the end of the book, I will have the students to tell me in a class discussion about what they learned about a cow.  
Assessment: Students will write about what the learned from the shared reading experience about the cow.
Other: Books on cows will have to be retrieved from the school’s library prior to beginning this lesson.  The books must be on the student’s academic reading level.
Day 3:
Objectives: Students will investigate what we as humans get or use from cows.
Strategies: Based on the readings about cows from the previous day, students will investigate what they use or eat that we get from cows.  Students will identify pictures of the various things we get from cows.
Assessment: An informal assessment will be conducted based on the student’s choice of pictures that depict what we get from cows.
Other: Modifications will be made for the kindergarteners if they don’t understand the lesson, because their vocabulary is limited.
Day 4: Science/Mathematics
Objectives: Students will be introduced to the Horse.  
Grade K: 2.01 Compare attributes of two objects using appropriate vocabulary (color, weight, height, width, length, texture).
Grade 1: Objective 2.01 For given objects: Select an attribute (length, capacity, mass) to measure (use non-standard units). Develop strategies to estimate size. Compare, using appropriate language, with respect to the attribute selected.
Grade 2: Objective 2.01 Estimate and measure using appropriate units. Length (meters, centimeters, feet, inches, yards). 

Temperature (Fahrenheit).
Strategies: Students will do an art activity creating a horse’s head.  During the activity students will have to measure their foot that would serve as the horses head, they will have to measure yarn for the mane, and they will have to use the appropriate units based on their grade level.
Assessment: The students will be assessed via an observation.  During the observation, I will be looking for the students to use the ruler correctly, using the appropriate units, and using the appropriate vocabulary as we discuss their measurements.
Other: My kindergartener’s will be comparing the sizes of their horses and describing their horse in basic vocabulary terms such as nose, eyes, ears, long hair, etc.  Also using terms such as colors, length and texture.
Day 5: Science/ Language Arts
Objectives: Students will compare chickens to cows using a Venn diagram.
Grade K: 1.01
Observe and describe the similarities and differences among animals including: structure, growth, changes, movement. 

Grade 1:  1.02
Investigate the needs of a variety of different animals: air, water, food, shelter, space.  

Grade 2: 1.01
Describe the life cycle of animals including: Birth, Developing into an adult, Reproducing, aging and death.
Strategies: Students will compare cows to chickens via a Venn diagram.  This will be a class activity.  Students will use the information that they have learned about each of the animals to fill in the Venn diagram.  
Assessment: The Venn diagram will serve as an informal assessment based on participation.
Other: For the younger students, I will ask them specific questions about the animals so that they can generate an idea of alike and different.
Day 6: Visual Arts
Objectives: 
Grade K: 2.01 Become familiar with a limited number of basic art media, techniques and processes which may include: Drawing - crayons, oil pastels, non-toxic markers, brushes, computers, pencils, sidewalk chalk 

Cut paper - glue, scissors, folding, bending 3-D - clay, paper, found objects, including wood scraps 

Printmaking - stamps, gadgets, found objects, vegetables, monoprint 

Painting - tempera, watercolors, large brushes, sponges, finger paint 

Ceramics - pinch, coil, found stamps.
2.08 Create original pictures of self, others, animals and objects.
Grade 1: 1.02 Uses logical sequence to complete an activity.
1.04 Discuss and examine familiar objects and literature to inspire imagery.
Grade 2: 1.03 Develop strategies for imagining and implementing images.
 2.04 Produce visual effects and textures using each media.
Strategies: Students will use a variety of different materials to create the different parts of a chicken.  As they create the chicken, the students have to name and identify the specific parts of a chicken.  (Wattle, combs, beak, etc.)
Assessment: Students will be assessed on how accurately they identify the different parts of the chicken in their artwork.
Other: Teachers will have to assist students with painting their hands.  Hand washing is a must after doing their handprints.
Day 7: 
Objectives: Students will identify fiction versus non-fiction.

Grade K: Objective 1.01 Develop book and print awareness: identify the parts of books and function of each part. Demonstrate an understanding of directionality and voice-print match by following print word for word when listening to familiar text read aloud. 

Demonstrate an understanding of letters, words, and story. Identify the title, name of the author and the name of the illustrator.
Grade 1: Objective 2.03 Read and comprehend both fiction and nonfiction text appropriate for grade one using: prior knowledge, summary, questions, graphic organizers.
Grade 2: Objective 2.01 Read and comprehend both narrative and expository text appropriate for grade two by: determining purpose (reader's and author's). 

making predictions. 

asking questions. 

locating information for specific reasons/purposes. 

recognizing and applying text structure. 

comprehending and evaluating author's decisions and word choice. 

determining fact and opinion. 

recognizing and comprehending figurative language. 

making inferences and drawing conclusions.
Strategies: Students will be read both a fiction and a non-fiction book about pigs.  During the reading, I will ask the students grade appropriate questions based on the SCOS.  Because I have a small number of students, I will call on the students to show or tell me the specific parts of the story.  At the end of both books, I will ask them what in each of the books lets them know if the book is fiction or non-fiction.
Assessment: I will assess the students’ knowledge of fiction and non-fiction based on the student’s rationale for why they think a book is fiction or non-fiction.
Other: The younger students will have to continuously identify the different parts of a book every time we read a new book.  So this will be a continuous assessment for all students.
Day 8:

Objectives: Students will identify and taste the different foods that we get from the different farm animals.  Students will also get the chance to feel products from different farm animals.
Strategies: Teachers will bring in a variety of different breakfast foods that we get from the different farm animals that we have learned about in this unit.  Students will have to identify which animal the food came from.  The students will get a chance to enjoy the food that we get from various farm animals.  Teachers will also bring in different items that are made from the different farm animals for the students to discuss.
Assessment: Students will accurately identify which animal the food or product came from.
Other: Permission from the principal and the parents may be required in order to bring outside food for the students.  Health forms must be checked to ensure that students do not have food allergies.
Day 9: The Fair/Petting Zoo
Objectives:

Grade K: 1.01
Observe and describe the similarities and differences among animals including: structure, growth, changes, movement. 

Grade 1:  1.02
Investigate the needs of a variety of different animals: air, water, food, shelter, space.  

Grade 2: 1.01
Describe the life cycle of animals including: Birth, Developing into an adult, Reproducing, aging and death.

Strategies: Students will observe the various farm animals that they have been learning about in previous lessons.  During the field trip we will be continuously discussing what they see and comparing it to what they have learned in the classroom.
Assessment: An informal assessment will be conducted based on the connections the students have between what they see on the field trip to what they learned in the classroom.
Other: This lesson can take place at any farm, just make sure that the animals studied in the unit can be found at the farm that you choose to go to.
Day 10:

Objectives:

Grade K: Objective 4.03 Use words that describe color, size, and location in a variety of texts: e.g., oral retelling, written stories, lists, journal entries of personal experiences.
Grade 1: Objective 4.06 Compose a variety of products (e.g., stories, journal entries, letters, response logs, simple poems, oral retellings).
Grade 2: Objective 4.07 Compose first drafts using an appropriate writing process: planning and drafting, rereading for meaning, revising to clarify and refine writing with guided discussion. 
Objective 4.08 Write structured, informative presentations and narratives when given help with organization.

Strategies: Students will fill out a worksheet of the animas that they saw at the fair.  They will also document what they observed the animals doing.  Students will use this information to document/journal about their experience at the fair.
Assessment: The students will be assessed based on their writing rubrics.
Other: The younger students will be assessed by them drawing a picture of their favorite animal at the fair and their depiction of what that animal was doing.
LESSON PLANS
	· Individual lesson plans should be inserted as separate subsequent

pages- insert page breaks between each lesson plan

· Remember to include artifacts/ individual reflections for each lesson
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